N

Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference

SACBC Statement on National Elections Results

We thank God for this seventh democratic general election. It is a crucial event in which
the people of South Africa have once again voiced their preferences on how they want to
be served. As affirmed by esteemed bodies such as the Southern African Development
Community (SADEC), the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), and a host of other
observers, this election has been overwhelmingly free and fair. While minor issues have
been noted, these have not compromised the overall integrity of the polls.

Congratulations to the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) for yet again
demonstrating professionalism and efficiency in facilitating elections in our country. We
also thank the political parties for their vigilance in noting some concerns during the voting
process and the IEC’s willingness to address these objections as provided by the Act
governing the IEC. We especially call on all parties to avoid utterances and behaviour that
could lead to acts of violence, destruction, and loss of life. This includes making threats,
inciting violence, or spreading false information that could escalate tensions.

As the results have unfolded, no party has been given an absolute majority in the national
election. This makes coalitions likely and presents a unique opportunity for those elected
to work together for the good of the country, putting all ideologies aside. More importantly,
politicians must focus on what needs to be done to serve the people who elected them and
choose people for positions and roles according to their capacity and passion to carry out
those tasks.

While the national level has seen no majority winners, some parties have emerged
victorious in provinces, while others have not. It is essential for both winners and losers to
accept the outcome gracefully and refrain from provocative reactions. The focus should be
on fostering an environment for improved public service, rather than solely celebrating
victory or succumbing to the bitterness of defeat. It is of utmost importance that all parties
and the public respond to these results with peace and respect for the democratic process.
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