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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

 

The Church has been celebrating the World Day of Migrants and Refugees (WDMR) since 1914, a few 
months before the outbreak of World War I.  Touched by the drama of millions of Italians who had migrated 
abroad since the beginning of the 20th century, Pope Pius X called on all Christians to pray for migrants.  A 
few months later, his successor Pope Benedict XV instituted the Day of the Migrant to support spiritually and 
economically the pastoral work for Italian emigrants.   

In 1952, Migrant Day took on a broader and more international connotation and the particular Churches 
were called upon to choose a date to celebrate the day during the liturgical year. 

St. John Paul II was the first pontiff who, since 1985, has issued a message each year drawing attention to 
some of the specific realities and difficulties of people on the move, calling the Church to action. It is always 
an occasion to express concern for different vulnerable people on the move; to pray for them as they face 
many challenges; and to increase awareness about the opportunities that migration offers. 

Every year the World Day of Migrants and Refugees is the last Sunday of September; in 2022 it will be 
celebrated on 25th  September. As the title for his annual message, the Holy Father has chosen “Building the 
Future with Migrants and Refugees”. 

The SACBC Migrants and Refugees Office has prepared a “Liturgy Kit” with some suggestions that helps the 
Dioceses and Parishes to remember the day of prayer for all people on the move. The context in which we 
are living right now in Southern Africa should be a call to pray for unity, reconciliation and  strength. Our 
mission is to build together a better place to live in harmony and respect as human creatures of God. The 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees should humbly recall that all human beings have been made in the 
image of God and that we are our brother’s and sister’s keeper. Migrants and Refugees have families too. 
Host countries should not make it difficult for families to join their members who are already burdened with 
the challenges of migration. This imposes a biblical and moral obligation on us all to be an inclusive society.   

The theme for the 108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees, chosen by the Pope, highlights  the 
commitment that we are all called - to include the migrants and refugees in different programs in our 
communities to better build the future with God’s plan. Building the future with migrants and refugees also 
means recognizing and giving value to the contribution of each of them who contributed to the building of  
our homes and cities. If we observe, in many of the buildings surrounding ourselves, these were built by  
migrants and refugees living in our country.  

The best way to grow a better integrated community, is to give opportunities to migrants and refugees 
together to the host community to put into practice their rights and obligations as a society. The World Day 
of Migrants and Refugee must highlight the inclusive virtues of hospitality, generosity, kindness, and of 
welcoming. We should learn from each other and to put into practices the qualities given by the Holy Spirit 
to each human person. Let us together, build a better environment for all.  


