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Episcopal Ordination of Fr. Thulani Mbuyisa CMM as Bishop of Kokstad 

 

Feast of St. Barnabas 11 June 2022 (Proper Readings) 

Bishop S. Sipuka 

 

The verse preceding today’s 2nd reading says: “Those who had been scattered 

by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed travelled as far as 

Antioch and began to speak to Greeks, telling them about the Lord”. It then 

continues with what today we read is that as a result of this preaching in 

Antioch, “A great number believed and were converted to the Lord”. After 

hearing about this remarkable conversion, the church in Jerusalem sent 

Barnabas to Antioch,” whose feast we are celebrating today.  

 

It is like what happened in Rome. The Pope in Rome, with his council, heard 

about the people in Kokstad Diocese who are Catholics but do not have a 

bishop. Upon hearing about this, and after consulting with us here in Southern 

Africa, the Pope sent Fr Thulani to be a bishop of Kokstad.  

 

So, you could call your new bishop, bishop Barnabas because he was sent to 

you under similar circumstances in which Barnabas was sent to Antioch. 

There were believing people in Antioch, but they had no bishop, so Barnabas 

was sent. There are believing people in Kokstad, but they have no bishop, so 

Fr. Thulani has been sent, welcome bishop Barnabas. 

 

But who is Barnabas? Those of you who have their bibles, and those of you 

who have phones with a bible, please turn to Acts 4:36; it says there, “Joseph, 

a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 

encouragement or consolation”) sold a field he owned and brought the money 

and put it at the apostles’ feet”. 

 

So, his real name is Joseph, but the apostles called him Barnabas, which 

means (“son of encouragement or consolation”). He was sent to bring 

encouragement to the newly founded Church in Antioch. For some time now, 

the people of Kokstad had no bishop, so you have been sent here, Fr. Thulani, 

to bring encouragement. As you can see for yourself, there is a sense of joy 

among these people; you are a source of joy, encouragement, and consolation 

to them. 

 

How did Barnabas live up to this reputation as a son of encouragement? How 

did he encourage the people of Antioch? From today’s 2nd reading, we hear 

that when he arrived in Antioch, “he could see for himself that God had given 

grace, and this pleased him”.  
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He could see for himself that the Spirit of God was at work among these people. 

And then “he urged, (he encouraged them) them all to remain faithful to the 

Lord with heartfelt devotion, (in other words with the firmness of heart, with 

continued dedication, with unwavering heart, with a personal relationship with 

Christ. He could see how they were excited about their faith. Still, he also knew 

as a man of faith that if this is not sustained by conscious efforts and practices 

of clinging to the Lord, it will be lost because there are many temptations and 

competing forces, so they must be steadfast in staying close to the Lord.   

 

Like Barnabas, Fr. Thulani, you have found the people of Kokstad having faith; 

they know the Lord; you are not starting from scratch. Your task as their 

bishop is to encourage them to remain with a firmness of heart in that 

relationship with the Lord and to cling to the Lord because it is only when they 

have a living, personal relationship with Christ that they can be committed to 

his example of life and what he stands for.  

 

From the same 2nd reading, we read that it was at Antioch that the disciples 

were first called ‘Christians.’ They were so united to Christ that they became so 

much like him that those who were observing them saw them as copies of 

Christ, in their life, in their relationship with each other and their behaviour, 

they were just like Christ, so they called them Christ-ians. We become 

Christians; we become the other Christ when we have a close relationship with 

Christ. 

 

Nothing takes the place of a personal relationship with Christ for a good quality 

Catholic. The life and work of a believer begin with the encounter with or 

experience of Christ. Moses met with God in the burning bush, which forever 

changed his life. St. Paul encountered Christ on the road to Damascus; since 

then, he has never been the same. St. Augustine, a man of the world and 

pleasure, had an experience of the Lord whose power made him exclaim, “late 

have I loved you, beauty so old and new”. St. Francis of Assisi, a man of 

wealthy background, encountered the Lord at the cross and became an ardent 

evangelist and a friend of the poor.  

 

All these and others like them experienced a life-changing encounter with God. 

For some, this encounter is best described as a conversion experience, while for 

others, it is a call to a deeper commitment to the Christ they already know. We 

Catholics are known for the clarity of thought about what we believe. However, 

head knowledge alone is enough. Otherwise, our Churches would be full; we 

also need a living encounter with Jesus Christ.  
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Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI, renowned for his clarity of thought, put it very 

succinctly when he stated: "Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice 

or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new 

horizon and a decisive direction," (Deus Caritas Est, 1).  

 

Most Catholics get shivers when Evangelicals share about their experiences of 

encounter with the Lord and start thinking that something is missing in their 

own religious experience. The truth is that, like the people of Antioch, we have 

had some experience of the Lord in our lives; it is just that we do not sustain it. 

And so your task, Fr. Thulani, as Barnabas did to the people of Antioch, is to 

encourage the people of Kokstad to remain faithful to the Lord with heartfelt 

devotion. That heartfelt devotion will include a pattern of prayer, a practice of 

reflective reading of the Bible, individually and in small communities, it will 

include regular attendance of Mass and worthy reception of the sacraments.  

 

In line with your motto, which says, “His graces are made new every day”, this 

will happen when there is a daily practice of availing ourselves of this grace 

every day and not only on Sundays. If we do not create the space in our lives 

for the grace made new every day, the grace will be there, but it will be to avail 

for us. The suggestion from today’s 2nd reading and your motto is that you 

should encourage people to daily remain faithful to the Lord, not just on 

Sunday, and propose practical ways to do this.    

 

The other way in which St. Barnabas manifests himself to be a son of 

encouragement is the way he encouraged St. Paul. Again.  May I ask you again 

to turn to your bibles and read Acts 9:27. There it says: 

 

“Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had 

seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to 

Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of 

Jesus in Damascus”. 

 

The disciples and Apostles were afraid of Paul, even after his conversion, 

because he had caused a lot of harm, sending believers to prison and presiding 

over the execution of St. Stephen, which was followed by the general 

persecution of Christians. But Barnabas, having witnessed his conversion and 

heard him preach boldly, vouched for him. Paul, who describes himself as the 

least of the apostles because he persecuted the Church, became the greatest of 

the apostles, thanks to the encouragement of Barnabas. In addition to the 

grace of God, Barnabas made Paul. Paul, with the assistance of Barnabas, 

demonstrated that there is a future for a sinner. 
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Fr. Thulani, as you will resolve today before you are ordained “to seek out the 

stray”, your task as bishop will include encouraging those who are haunted by 

the mistakes and sins of the past and have left the Church and assure them 

not despair about themselves but to come back home and use the gifts God 

has given them for the building up of his kingdom. Barnabas encourages us to 

speak to the potential that people have than to remind them of how bad they 

are, to look at the bigger plan of God, and to encourage others to participate in 

this plan in spite of their mistakes of the past. 

 

Some of these people who go astray will include the priests who will need your 

fatherly encouragement and guidance to regain the purpose of their vocation. 

You will have the task of guiding them from being destructive to themselves 

and the Church to a life of holiness and effective mission in the Church. This 

encouragement may sometimes need to take the form of a challenge, like Paul, 

who challenged Peter for his lack of consistency in accepting Gentiles as part of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

We are bombarded with a lot of hopelessness; politics are not going well, the 

economy is not going well, morality in society is not going, there are scandals 

in the Church, and the list is endless. Amid all this hopelessness, the example 

of Barnabas is inviting you to help us see the silver lining and to believe in the 

basic goodness of people and the providence of God and that in the end, good 

will prevail because he is in charge. 

 

The last and final consideration of how Barnabas manifested the quality of 

encouragement is the one I began with when he sold his peace of land and gave 

the proceeds to the Apostles. Because of his generosity, the Church was 

encouraged and supported materially in its work of spreading the good news. 

Today the Church needs financial and personnel support to do its work. We 

have gone a long way to becoming a self-sufficient Church in Southern Africa, 

but a lot of encouragement is still needed. 

  

The Church needs money to fulfil its mission, and Barnabas sold his property 

to assist the Church. I am not sure if you will succeed in asking all the faithful 

of Kokstad to sell their property and give the money to you. But you can ask 

them to be more generous in their offerings than giving coins in the collection 

and a monthly contribution of R10.00. You can ask them to consider 

bequeathing some of their estates in the form of money and property to the 

Church in their wills. The house I stay in was bequeathed by one of the Church 

members.  

 

 



5 
 

 

By the way, this bequeathing also applies to local priests if we say this Church 

is ours. Many missionaries, priests and bishops left what they had to the 

Church, and the Church is able to continue today, partly because of their 

generosity. I dare say that, for the most part, this is not the case with local 

priests. We must walk the talk. If we ask lay people to bequeath to the church, 

we too must do it, instead of living everything for our blood families. After all, 

we are what we are because of the Church. If we have anything at all we got 

from the Church, we got because we are priests and religious, and if we say we 

love this church, we must also enable it to continue after we are gone instead 

of giving everything to our families. Fr. Thulani, you will have to find a way to 

encourage your priests to remember the church in their wills.  

 

Anyway, be it lay people or priests or religious, our generosity to the Lord and 

his Church with our lives and resources will be determined by our personal 

relationship with Christ.  People will not sacrifice for an idea; people will not die 

for an idea but for a person they love. In the Gospel today, Jesus speaks about 

“carrying no haversack for the journey or spare tunic or shoes”. He is saying 

that “let me be enough for you”, He is saying, “Find your joy and sense of 

fulfilment in me and my mission than in the many clothes and shoes that are 

filling your wardrobe, some of which you have not worn for over a year now. 

And the fact you have not worn them over a year now, means that they do not 

belong to you, but to somebody who is in need of them, it is like a stolen 

property, crying for its owner.  

 

Fr. Thulani, in the light of today’s readings, your task is to make us 

understand that Christ is enough for us so that with  St. Paul, we can say, “for 

me, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, 

counting it all as garbage,”. May it be that the people of Kokstad under your 

leadership will be encouraged to put Christ at the centre of their lives and 

make His mission theirs.  


