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Today we are opening a science laboratory in a Catholic School. Yet there is supposed to 
be opposition or war between science and religion, and here we are, opening a science 
laboratory in religious school. How do we make sense of that? First, before attempting 
to make sense of this contradiction let us understand what this contradiction or 
opposition between the two entails.  
 
Basically, the conflict between science and religion began with the period of 
enlightenment also known as the Age of Reason in the eighteenth century. The age of 
enlightenment emphasized reason over superstition and science over blind faith. It 
further took a position that truth can be accepted as truth if can be logically reasoned 
out and not be based on a belief or a myth. It also declared that what must be accepted 
as real is that which comes from experience of physical observation and not from 
external realm outside of what cannot be observed. Thus, the truth of faith which comes 
from revelation or inspiration as is the case with religion was ruled out. That is the 
ground of conflict from the side of science 
 
On the side of religion, the basis of war against science was that truth discovered by 
human reason was at best inferior to revealed truth by God because God is a greater 
being than human beings. Thus, the truth of Bible or faith, because it comes from God is 
superior to human truth. Truth of human origin can have some validity, but it remains 
insufficient. At worst, religion regarded truth of human origin as dangerous because of 
the sinful nature of human beings. Since human beings are sinful and under the 
influence of the devil, they cannot be trusted about what is true. Due to their evil 
condition, they can in fact distort what is true.  
 
The classical example of this conflict was between the Church and a scientist called 
Galileo in the 16th century who asserted that contrary to what we see that the sun is 
orbiting the earth, the opposite is true, it is the earth that goes around the sun, and not 
the sun around the earth. This was condemned by the Church because the Bible 
presents the earth as fixed. In Ecclesiastes 1:4 the Bible says, “The earth is fixed, and the 
sun arises on the east and sets on the west”, (see also Jos 10:12-15).  
 
The other example of conflict is the theory that the universe came about through a 
gradual expanding from a small point to the size it is now, which is called the big bang, 
while the bible says that God created the world as we see it from the beginning. Another 
point of conflict is a theory of evolution by a man called Darwin who said that animals 
and humans developed through a process of natural evolution from lower forms of 
existence to be in the form in which we are now, while the Bible teaches that everything 
was created as it is today.  
 
My answer is that there is no conflict between science and religion because science 
informs us about the fact of God’s creation and our faith or religion tells us about the 
meaning of that creation. In today’s first reading, for example from the book of Ex. 2:4-
17, God creates the world, and instructs human beings “to work it”. It is the duty of 
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science to work the world, in other words to observe, analyse and understand how this 
world works through scientific means and bring out its potential.   
 
But God also gives instruction on how we should relate to this world and treat it. After 
instructing human beings to work the world, he goes on to say, “and take care of it”. He 
also gives limits for the boundaries of using this world, which is symbolised by the 
instruction “you are free to eat any of the trees in the garden, but you are not to eat from 
the tree of knowledge”. And so, while it is the duty of science to work the world, it is the 
duty of religion to ensure that we treat or use the world in a way that was intended by 
its creator. Religion occupies itself with ethical or moral considerations of how we use 
the world.  
 
As some people have put it (see Sunday B Agang 2020:200 and Alister E. McGrath 
2020:15), there is no real conflict between science and religion because Creation (which 
is the physical world that can be scientifically observed and used) and the Bible (which 
represents religion) are two books by which we get to know about God.  The scientists 
can read the pages of creation and tell us about the wonder of God’s creation which 
should lead us to appreciate the greatness of God.  
 
The Bible on the other hand informs us of how we should use the world which is God’s 
creation both in relation to itself (not using science to destroy it e.g., pumping oil and 
gas from the sea while destroying the marine life) and in relation to others i.e., making 
sure that use of science is not destructive to human beings, (e.g., nuclear weapons, 
abortive pills, etc).  
 
And so, viewed in this way, there is no conflict between science and religion. The 
conflict comes when each side takes the role of the other. It comes when the Bible 
pretends to be a scientific book as we have seen in the example of Galileo about the 
earth orbiting the sun and the Church insisting on the opposite. It comes when religion 
demonises science as evil and antichrist, as we have heard recently, for example some 
arguments against taking Covid-19 vaccine and encouraging trust in God instead, or that 
the Vaccine is a satanic 666 mark of the beast mentioned in the book of Revelation.   
 
This anti-science mentality of some Christians is not right because God operates at two 
levels, i.e., the natural and supernatural levels. For most of the time, God operates at 
ordinary and natural level and sometimes at supernatural level. Our problem for us 
religious people is that we want to confine God to the supernatural level and so, we even 
fake or force supernatural events when for example, we claim to get people instantly 
rich, to find employment, to cure people of incurable diseases and conditions, and even 
to raise the dead, while we ignore God present and working through ordinary human 
endeavours of science. 
 
As far as the Catholic Church is concerned, “the Church has no wish to hold back the 
marvellous progress of science. On the contrary, she rejoices and even delights in 
acknowledging the enormous potential that God has given to the human mind. 
Whenever the sciences rigorously focused on their specific field of inquiry arrive at a 
conclusion which reason cannot refute, faith does not contradict it.” EG 243. 
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As we open the science lab today, I invite us to understand that God works miracles in 
human scientific activities. When we use scientific ways of farming, God enables us to 
produce enough food for everybody and keep hunger at bay, when we use the scientific 
knowledge by planting more trees and avoiding deforestation, God enables us to secure 
enough rain for clean water and sanitation, when we use our God given scientific minds 
we can produce medication that can cure aids, covid-19, treat cancer, treat infertility 
treat diabetes and transplant hearts. We are opening the science lab today because we 
believe that God does not only work in supernatural ways, but most of the time does 
miracles through rational, technical, and scientific activities because this is his world. 
 
There are many emerging young pastors today opening Churches and competing to do 
miracles, jumping on top of people, spraying them with doom for a miraculous healing 
and claiming to raise people from the dead. There is no need for such drama, they can 
come and study in this science lab and produce miracles of cures through scientific 
means.  
 
There is a belief out there, even though it is not explicitly expressed that Africans are 
emotional and spiritual, while those from the West, are rational and scientific. 
Practically this belief is confirmed because when you fly from Mthatha to Johannesburg, 
while the plane would be full of black people, the two pilots would be white, and seeing 
or hearing a black pilot, especially a black woman pilot is more of an exception than a 
rule.  
 
The opening of this science lab in a Catholic school is making a statement that the view 
of a black person as inherently emotional than rational is not true. All human beings, 
black and white are capable of both capacities, spiritual capacity, and rational capacity. 
The reasons for depiction of Africans as only emotional, spiritual, and superstitious are 
well known in history, which is a topic for another day.  
 
For now, let it suffice to say that lack of imagination and corruption on our part as 
leaders has entrenched this perception that blacks are only good at singing and 
destroying anything they lay hands on. The opening of this science lab is an admirable 
effort to change that perception and I would like to thank the principal and the school 
governing body for the thought and the energy to realise the plan of a science lab in our 
school. You have added value to this school. 
 
This science lab is an invitation to the African child, particularly those from poor 
background to embrace science so that through them, Africa can also participate in 
technical discoveries and improve the lives of poor people.  
 
While wanting to give science its space, science must not be arrogant and think that it is 
an answer to all questions of life. Reality is more than scientific explanation; it also 
involves the question of meaning as well and this is where religion comes in. Science 
explains how chemical, material and biological things function, but it has no answer 
about values and morality, purpose of life and what is right and wrong. Religion guides 
us on how to use the discoveries of science in the right way.  
 
Science is concerned with the physical–what can be detected and measured. Faith is 
concerned with the big questions of our relation to the unseen, how to live life, what 
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gives life meaning, how should we treat each other. Science is concerned with the 
measurable while the subject of faith deals with things that are not measurable—hope, 
beauty, encouragement, joy, steadfastness, standing up for others, finding inner peace, 
living justly and peacefully with other. We need a faith perspective to ask a set of 
questions science cannot answer. A faith perspective is about who we are and how we 
can relate to the things of the world we cannot see. If we just went with science without 
a moral framework offered by religion, horrible things would happen and are 
happening. 
 
Albert Einstein, who was a physicist, wrote: “Science without religion is lame, religion 
without science is blind,” and by that he meant science and religion mutually 
complement each other. Science gives us the fact about our existence, and religion gives 
us the why of our existence. Without the guiding moral compass of religion, science can 
be destructive to people and the planet earth. Without ethical guidance, science can 
create and use chemical weapons that can cause long lasting and extensive harm. We 
are worried presently that Rusia in its invasion of Ukraine, might use nuclear weapons. 
Recently in the news we heard of a Shell company that wanted to use the science of 
seismic survey to extract gas in the wild coast, with no consideration of the harm to the 
marine life.  
 
We ourselves are enjoying the technology of cell phones and tablets, but we are not 
aware of how much we are controlled by these gadgets and how much they diminish 
our family and social cohesion. We are so addicted to our phones and tablets that people 
would be in the same room and are not paying attention to each other because they are 
glued to their gadgets. We work 24 hours with our computers and with no quality time 
for ourselves and for our families. Technology, good as it is, without moral guidance and 
discipline it can decrease the quality of our life. And this is where the role of religion 
comes in. 
 
Similarly, religion without science can be dangerous to our wellbeing. We can be gullible 
to all sorts of manipulation and abuse in the name of religion. Fundamentalistic 
religions can tell people to trust in God and not use the discoveries of science in 
medicine to get cured and use of technology to live a better life. We can be praying even 
for those things that are within our power and ability to achieve.  
 
“Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind,” Science is lame 
without religion because it is a lie to think that science is an answer to the totality of 
human quest, it only answers part of it. Religion is blind without science because it 
prevents people from realising what they are naturally capable of and become fully 
realised and give glory to God. Fortunately, this school has both, it has a science lab, and 
it has a religious character, God bless Zingisa! 
 


