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According to the testimonies of those who were close to him and therefore knew him well, the 

jealousy, resentment, hatred, opposition, and mounting pressure against Blessed Benedict Daswa 

that had developed over a period of time eventually reached a point of no return and he found 

himself having no option but to face it head-on. He asked some of his close friends to pray hard for 

him to enable him to solve the problems that were confronting him. Someone even gave a 

testimony of having a vivid memory of seeing him prayerfully reading his Bible for a very long time in 

Church before the Service Of the last Sunday before his death. 

When his killers had ambushed him, he tried to run away and sought refuge in somebody's house in 

order to save his life, but he was forced to come out and they eventually caught up with him. After 

pleading in vain for his life, he asked to be allowed to kneel down and pray and was then killed. Like 

Christ he found himself tempted to ask God the Father to remove the bitter cup from him, but was 

willing to drink it if it was the will of the Father for him to do so. He found himself confronted with 

the challenge of demonstrating his commitment to the words of Christ who says this in todays' 

Gospel concerning those who choose to follow him: "Whoever serves me must follow me, and 

where I am, there will my servant be also". Thus, the promise of Christ became a reality in his life: 

"the Father will honour him". He is indeed "a grain of wheat that has fallen into the earth and 

produced abundant fruit". 

It was surely not easy for him to demonstrate this commitment to his faith while facing the 

mounting pressure and opposition. It was a situation that is similar to the one described in the First 

Reading of today, which is from the Book of Wisdom. Here the godless are saying: "We have had 

enough of this person and we will stop at nothing until we have accomplished our mission". Their 

reasons for wanting to rid themselves of this person are very clearly stated: "he is inconvenient to us 

and opposes our actions, he reproaches us for sins against the law, and accuses us of sins against our 

training, he became to us a reproof of our thoughts; the very sight of him is a burden to us, because 

his manner of life is unlike that of others, and his ways are strange". They want to put him to an 

ultimate test that will bring about his downfall: "Let us see if his words are true, let us test him with 

insult and torture and make trial of his forbearance". They even go as far as to deny that there is life 

after death: "he calls the last end of the righteous happy, and boasts that God is his Father. Let us 

see if his words are true, and let us test what will happen at the end of his life". 

While what is being said here by the godless cannot be attributed to those who opposed Blessed 

Benedict as it stands, there is a way in which it represents the gist of their thinking, and it also gives 

us an idea of the challenge that Blessed Benedict faced in bearing witness to his faith. Like the 

Psalmist he surely expressed his faith and confidence in the God who stands by us in all situations 

that make us feel that our lives are being threatened and in danger. This God is "the stronghold of 

our lives" and we need not fear nor dread even when we find ourselves surrounded by enemies who 

threaten to destroy us. 

In the Second Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians Christians are urged and encouraged to 

stand firm in the midst of any opposition to their faith. Like a foot soldier who is well armed and 

equipped for the battle with such things as the belt, breastplate, sword and helmet, Christians must 

be ''strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might", so that they do not easily give in to the 

temptations of the evil one. 

  

While they may have trusted and relied on magical practices to deal with the challenges of before 

they came to believe in Christ as their saviour, they must now be assured of Christ's power and 
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victory over these powers of darkness. Blessed Benedict did just this and I think that our celebration 

of him will not be complete until We reflect deeply on this reality since many of us are still struggling 

with how our Christian faith can help us to deal with these powers and principalities of darkness. 

  

In Blessed Benedict Daswa we are celebrating one of our own who has touched our lives and left a 

lasting impact on us and therefore his legacy will remain with us for our inspiration. When one reads 

the testimonies of those who were close to him and therefore knew him well, 

one gets an impression that we are dealing here with someone who went through life like we all do, 

but with a very remarkable difference As they try to describe what they saw in him one feels that 

they lack words to express this aspect Of his life that made him to live his ordinary life in an 

extraordinary way, Like many Of us he was born and grew up in a family, was a member of the 

community, had financial challenges to complete his studies, was married and became a model of a 

husband and father, was an active member of the Church community, a teacher and eventually a 

principal, a youth formator in the Church. Those who interacted with him in all these and other 

spheres of life saw in him someone who made a difference in other peoples' lives. 

His daughter said this about him at the vigil at Mater Dei in Mokopane in February 2014 as she 

shared with us fond memories of her Dad: “I do not have words to express enough how special my 

Dad was to all of us as a family. I am glad he gave us a firm Christian foundation and teachings of the 

Church from a very young age". She went on to describe him as: "A very humble man who speaks his 

mind without fear. A very selfless man who would put other people's needs first before his. While 

she was excited about seeing the work of her father being recognised and committing herself and 

other children to carry on his legacy, she left us with a challenge: "Dad was a man who was never 

afraid to uphold the teachings of Christ and was prepared to stand firm against antichrist principles. 

How many of us here tonight would have opted to stand against witchcraft practices in our 

communities even when the threat of death is possible?" She went on to highlight some of the 

things that characterised her father's life: 

- A humble and selfless man who took an interest in others and put their needs before his 

own. 

- A respectable, presentable, and dignified man 

- Passionate and hardworking in farming, teaching, community involvement, church activities, 

teaching profession as teacher and principal. 

While those who were close to him reacted to his killing with sadness and shock at seeing a good 

man being taken away from them in such a cruel fashion, they continued to see his death as a 

victory for him and a culmination of the journey of a life well lived and worth honouring and 

imitating. The priests who celebrated the funeral mass wore red vestments because of their belief 

that he died for the faith. While initially there was some fear among the people and some reluctance 

to be seen to be close to the family and associating with them during their time of mourning, the 

fear and maybe confusion eventually died down as the people began to go and pray at his grave and 

the place where he was murdered and holding celebrations to remember him. 

Our celebration today is part of that process of remembering him and while we cannot foresee the 

blessings that will be showered upon those who are touched by his life, we go away from here with 

the assurance that since the grain of wheat has fallen into the round and died, there will be 

abundant fruit.   

 


