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Episcopal Ordination of Fr. Siphiwo Vanqa  

29 May 2021 Queenstown 

Bishop S. Sipuka 

While Fr. Siphiwo was the administrator of this Diocese he sometimes shared with 

me about some challenges he was facing and sometimes he would end by saying 

“but that one is not for me, it will have to wait until a bishop is appointed”.  I am sure 

he is now relieved that a bishop has finally been appointed except that he is that 

bishop he was waiting for to deal with such challenges.  From more than a decade of 

experience in episcopacy, I share with you Fr. Vanqa that in addition to the 

challenges that you have already discovered as an administrator you will discover 

more in your new capacity as the bishop, and by that time we will all be gone back to 

our homes and dioceses. Of course, you will be having priests, religious and faithful 

to handle those challenges with, but ultimately, they end will end up with you as 

bishop.  

And so, my brother the first lines of today’s reading which read: “While I was still 

young, I prayed before I went to my travels. I sought wisdom openly in my prayer”. 

Before the temple I asked for her” are quite appropriate for today because you will 

need this wisdom. As you get ordained today to episcopacy, you may want to 

paraphrase these words and make them your own and say, “Lord as I get ordained 

today, I seek wisdom openly and humbly in prayer and before this gathering I ask for 

her”.  

There is a lot of talk about “factions in the ruling party” and I beg for your mercy in 

talking out of turn here, but there are factions also in the Church. There are those 

who are for Pope Francis and those who are for Pope Benedict, there are those who 

are conservatives and there are those who are liberals. Anyway, this is not new, it 

was a source of pain for Paul among the Corinthians when he noticed among them 

factions that were identifying themselves with Peter, others with him, and others 

Apollos. Our faith is ancient and yet forever new as it gets appropriated and applied 

in succeeding generations and circumstances, and yet we like to fossilise it and 

make it lifeless or make it fashionable, politically correct, and pliable to our whims. 

Both positions are not correct and need wisdom to balance them. 

It is not true that a belief or a practice is bad because it is old or ancient, nor is it true 

that a belief or practice is dangerous because it is new. This is clear from today’s two 

readings. Sirach in the first reading thanks the Lord that he was introduced early to 

the wisdom of God through the Scriptures and traditions of Israel which though it is 

ancient has a value even for today and so need not be abandoned. And so, Sirach 

young as he was still sought the ancient wisdom, because ancient teachings and 

practices are not necessarily bad or useless just because they are ancient. 

From the Gospel we find the opposite, where the new is resisted. Despite there 
being enough evidence about the genuineness of Jesus’ authority, the pharisees 
rejected him. resistance to Jesus by the pharisees not because there is lack of 
evidence about genuineness of his authority. John the Baptist gave testimony about 
the authority of Jesus and when Jesus spoke, ordinary people were amazed by the 
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authority with which he speaks, so there was evidence about the authority of Jesus, 
yet because it was shaking the known lines of authority, they rejected the true and 
real authority of Jesus.  For those who had eyes to see and ears to hear, it was a 
liberating authority. We all need an authority of some sort as a reference point in life. 
The real issue is who or what will we take as our authority.  Jesus embodies the 
authentic authority of God, an authority that empowers us to become fully human 
and fully alive unlike other authorities like that of the pharisees which are oppressive 
and dehumanising. 
 
The Truth of the authority of Jesus does not contradict itself but complements and 

fulfils previous expressions of truth towards fulfilment. For this reason, Jesus always 

held both the new and old as he once stated that he has not come to abolish but to 

fulfil the law.  

Fr. Vangqa as you enter the episcopate, you are being watched by the conservative 

and liberal factions which side you will be taking. In the light of today’s readings, 

wisdom lies in between because there is value in both the old and the new, and so 

for this reason Jesus in Mt. 13:52 praises the teacher of the law who brings out of 

this storeroom new treasure as well as old as the true disciple of the kingdom.  

When we get attached to old expressions and practices of faith for the sake of it and 

for the security it offers, or when we are perpetually swayed by the new for the thrill 

of it and for being politically correct then we are ideological. But when we draw both 

from the old and the new because of the value that each of these offers for our total 

salvation, body and soul and as revelation intends that salvation to be, and for the 

glory of God, then we are being faithful, we are not being ideological.  

Fr. Vangqa as you get ordained as bishop, pray for the wisdom to be able appreciate 

the treasure of faith from the past and emerging treasures of faith inspired by the 

Holy Spirit in our days. Help us to appreciate the foundational revelation of Christ on 

which the Holy Spirit who takes from what belongs to Christ develops and continues 

the presence and work of God among us. Help us not be locked in the past that does 

not give life but please help us also not to be swayed by false teachings that St. Paul 

often warned against with tears in his eyes. This is the wisdom you are invited to 

embrace today as you get ordained as bishop. 

The message of wisdom is not only directed today to the bishop being ordained, but 

also to the clergy religious and laity who form part of this diocese. And the wisdom 

people of Queenstown diocese are invited to is to embrace the wisdom of finding 

God in ordinary things. The first three bishops here were German and the 4th one 

was born not far from here. This one is from here, eXonxe. You could say he is the 

flesh of your flesh and bone of your bones.  

Getting one of one’s own can be both a blessing and a curse because while it brings 

joy and appreciation to get one of your own it can also lead to disdain because you 

know him too well. We know this from the bible where people are rejected not 

because they have nothing to offer but because of who they are known to be. Was 

Jesus not rejected by his own because he was the son of Joseph the carpenter and 

they knew his brothers and sisters and cousins? Did not Naman in the Old 

Testament protest to be met casually by Elisha’s servant and was sent to an ordinary 
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river to wash and be healed? Were not the Jews scandalised by the somebody who 

was crucified as a criminal to be accorded the title of messiah?  

Yet God in his wisdom had decided that it would be through these ordinary means 

that he would bring about his salvation, and so many missed the opportunity and still 

others tried to sabotage and frustrate these means because they were too ordinary.  

You know this man too well, yet he is at this point in time your bishop. Avoid the 

temptation to occupy yourselves with your knowledge about him and focus on the life 

and work that you are called to do with him as a bishop. Wisdom from a religious 

point of view is that ability to see and interpret things in relation to the plan of God 

whether they be ordinary or spectacular and to respond and cooperate accordingly.  

We will also be wise to remember that Fr. Siphiwe does not have many years with 

you, he has 10 years at the most. Within that time, wisdom invites you to make best 

use of this time to achieve with him what is set for us before our time with him is over 

and build a foundation on which those coming after us will build on, just as we are 

building on the foundation left by our predecessors, this is wisdom we are called to 

embrace. Let us focus therefore with him on what is important for the mission of the 

Church and not on the fact that you know him.  

Catholics are good at ritualising, but sometimes we engage in these rituals without 

even thinking about what we are doing. One of the rituals of the ordination of the 

bishop is the lining up of priests, religious and laity to the new bishops. That is not 

meant to greet the bishop, but it is an of commitment to work with the bishop, to do 

your part and do it well and with dedication so that the mission of the Church under 

his guidance may be successful. As we do that, and I count myself because I also 

belong to this diocese, let us mean it and not just do a ritual so that this man may 

lead us with success in spreading the kingdom of God in this part of the world 

assigned by God us.  

Fr. Vanqa you are becoming a bishop at a time when there is felt polarisation in the 

Church, name-calling, and demeaning labels among its members. Your motto is “that 

they maybe one. ” Your wisdom is needed to unite us because we are one body. 

Lead us to appreciate our faith so ancient yet for ever new and dynamic. 

Queenstown people at this time, God through his church is giving you this ordinary 

man, flesh of your flesh and bone of your bones, work with him, support him and 

build the kingdom of God. May God bless you. 

 

 
 

 


