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Installation of the Bishop of Kimberly Rt. Rev, Bishop Duncan Tsoke

17 April 2021

Bishop S. Sipuka

Readings:

1st: Jer. 1:4-10

Resp. Psalm Lk. 1:46,48-52-55

2nd. Gal 1:11-20

Gospel: Jn. 21:15-19

When I first went to the Seminary, going to the seminary in Gauteng for the first time in my
life from Transkei, my mother warned me with a serious motherly concern to be careful
about thugs of Gauteng. (in Xhosa known as ooTsotsi baseRhawutini) If bishop Tsoke was
appointed to Queenstown Diocese, which is my home diocese, I suspect my mother would
be suspicious about a bishop from Gauteng, but if she was to read the readings that this
new bishop from Gauteng chose for his installation, she would probably be relieved to
notice how these readings suggest a humble person and not a Tsotsi.

From the first reading we meet a hesitant prophet, who though he had a sense that that he
was called already from his mother’s womb did not feel ready when he was called to be a
prophet and said I am only a boy. So here we do not get a sense that when the Nuncio
called bishop Duncan to inform him of his appointment to Kimberly that in response he was
like, “Oh Kimberly, bring it here I will do it” and may be added “don’t you have a second one,
I will do it also because Kimberly is too small”.

From the second reading in which Paul tells his audience that the Gospel he preaches is not
human Gospel you get a sense that Bishop Tsoke accepted to come here not because he has
bright ideas, but because he is open to be led by God in what he should say and do among
you. In the Gospel from which we see how the once mighty Peter who was prepared to fight
for Jesus, we see a Peter who has learnt to rely on the Lord and realise that the only thing
he can do is to love the Lord. The responsorial Psalm that the bishop elect has chosen
praises God for what “God has done for me, and not for what I have done for God”.

And so, people of Kimberly, if you were wondering what type of animal is this new bishop,
the readings are giving us a clue that you are getting somebody who has accepted to come
to you in humility and relying on God and not on himself for the fulfilment of God’s mission
with you. But maybe my mother would still say “wait and observe him, you can’t trust the
people of Rhawutini”.

Apart from giving us a clue about the new bishop, what more can be made of these readings
as you begin life with the New bishop?
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In the conversation between Jesus and Peter that we just heard from the Gospel, Jesus is
asking Peter if he loves him, and only after getting an affirmative response from him does
Jesus give him the task of feeding his sheep. This is important for two reasons. Where is
there is a love relationship there is no task that becomes too much or a burden, even a
difficulty becomes a pleasure to undertake because of love.

Sometimes in the meetings with the faithful you hear about many of the faithful who are
not able to be involved in the mission of the Church because they have to attend a funeral,
they have to attend a family function, they have to collect social grant, they live alone so the
they cannot leave the house unattended, they work, they live far, the partner does not
allow them to go to Church, there is no money for transport to go to Church, they do not
know what to do and they do not know how to do the mission of the church, the service is
too long, nobody asked us to be involved, nobody told us about what needs to be done,
they have to be with the family, they do not have time and maybe here in Kimberly some
say we do not have a bishop and we do not know how to be involved, as if those who give
time to the mission of the Church have nothing else to do and they are the only ones have
these tasks. And when you ask them about supporting the Church, they will say no we do
not have money, as if those who support the Church are millionaires.

The actual main reason for such people not to be involved in the work of the Church is not
all these reasons that I have enumerated, the main reason is that they have no love and
appreciation of the Church as the extension of the presence and work of God. And so, as
you get a new bishop today, and maybe happy about it, you must personally answer the
question that Jesus is asking, do you love me? Now that you have a bishop, and if you hope
to advance the mission of this diocese each and every one of you must be opened to the
deepening of the love of God because nobody can fall in love with God for you, you have to
do it. As Peter responded to the question “do you love me?”, I invite each and every
Catholic to remove the name Peter and put your name in this question and hear Jesus
asking you “do you love me?” and you answering him.

A relationship with God is not vicarious, it is personal. And without this personal love
relationship with God, living out the Christian faith and carrying out its mission is not
possible. Love cannot be instructed; it cannot be commanded. Unless you people of
Kimberly, individually fall in love with God, the priests and the bishop can teach you about
the faith, conceive and implement the best programmes and have beautiful courses, if you
have not fallen in love with God, it will not help.

Perhaps bishop Tsoke, more than teaching the people we are entrusting to you today about
God, in the light of the readings that you have chosen, you are invited to help them to fall in
love with God. Perhaps in the Diocesan synod you may want to discern about activities and
programmes that will facilitate falling in love with God because once your people are in love
with God, then the rest of everything will follow

Bishop Tsoke by choosing these readings, you have made a claim to be in love with God, or
you have expressed an intention to love God and from this love must flow your service to
the people entrusted to you. As you join the people Kimberly, do your best to love them and
encourage your priests to do the same and when you and the priests love the people, they
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in turn will love Jesus and his Church. This love must show in you being fully available and
present to them, visiting them in their parishes and in their deaneries, spending a weekend,
spending a week with them and getting to know their joys and their sorrows and together
with them dreaming dreams that will make them eager and passionate for the mission of
Christ. Lead the priests and the people entrusted to you today to love God and you will be
the most stressed free and s happy bishop because people will not carry out their Christian
obligations because you tell them, but they will do so because they love God.

The second reason why the question of love is important is that it forms the ground for our
participation in the mission of Christ. We do not participate in the mission of Christ because
of our worthiness for we can never be worthy. Peter is asked 3 times if he loves the Lord.
We understand the incremental anxiety of Peter as Jesus continues to ask him because
Peter denied Jesus 3 times and he did so while he was warming his hands outside the high
priest court when Jesus was on trial. Now Jesus, again next the charcoal fire in which they
were roasting fish for breakfast, Jesus asks him 3 times, “do you love me?”.

And so, when he asks him the 3rd time, Peter cannot take it anymore, “Lord you know I love
you”. He was probably thinking that Jesus was playing a psychological torture with him. It
was probably this sense of guilt in the similar episode reported by Luke, which made Peter
to ask the Lord to depart from him for he is a sinful man (Lk. 5:8).

His sense of guilt made him feel uncomfortable to be associated with Jesus. But the
intention of Jesus here is not to haunt Peter about his failures but to assure him of his love.
People of Kimberly, as the Lord gives you a new bishop today, he is also asking you not to
focus on your shortfalls but on his love. Like Peter, part of the reason, we may not be
involved in the life and mission of Christ could be that we do not feel worthy. Like Peter we
could be saying, “depart from me Lord, I have done terrible things and the most I can do is
to make appearance in Church at Easter and Christmas and make my monthly contribution,
but do not ask me to do more than that because I am not worthy.

Some of you may remember a lady by the name Dorothy Day from America who was a very
committed Catholic and active on social transformation for the dignity and equality of all
people. In the history of America, she affectionately remembered for her role in promoting
the rights of workers. Yet In her young age, Dorothy had committed an abortion. Now if
Dorothy had recoiled in the guilt of her youth, she would not have been used by God to lead
and inspire others for a good cause as she did. Peter had his past of denying Jesus but Jesus
is not interested in the list of things that went wrong in the past, particularly that Peter
showed remorse for them, he is interested on new possibilities about Peter based on love.

It has been two years without a bishop, there may have been some setbacks, there may
have been some trampling on each other’s toes, there may have been some betrayals, there
may have been some mistakes, they may have been some hurts but as we install a new
bishop and we do that soon after the resurrection of the Lord, we are invited to make a
fresh start, to begin anew because you have a new bishop at this season when we celebrate
the risen Lord among us.
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Loving God as John reminds us, means keeping his commandments and repenting where we
have transgressed God’s commandment and here, we return to the first reading about
Jeremiah.

Jeremiah was sent to the chosen people of God to point out to them how they have
deviated from God’s way. But instead of repenting, they responded by persecuting him. As
we make a new beginning with a new bishop, we are called to be Jeremias to each other, to
speak the truth of God to each other and repent to build this diocese in truth for the mission
of the Church and not to prioritise self-interest, personal ideologies cliques and personal
friendships.

While Jesus loved sinners, he did not do so that they remain in their sin, but did so in order
to love them out of their sinfulness. He loved the sinner but hated the sin and so to the
woman caught in adultery, he told her “I love you go but sin no more”. (Jn 8:11) To the man
he cured, he told him, make sure not to sin anymore or something worse will happen to you
(Jn 5.). We cannot use St. Paul’s affirmation that “that God loved us while were still sinners”
to mean that we should stay in sin. God loves us not to entrench us in our sins, but to love
us out of our sinfulness.

There are too many structural sins that are prevailing in our time, the sin of unfair capitalist
economy which leads to a few having more than they need while the majority are destitute,
the sin of corruption, the sin of violence and the sin of racism. Like the prophet Jeremiah we
must name these structural sins for what they are, but we must also not forget the personal
aspect because ultimately sin lies in the heart of individuals. If all the hearts individually are
taken care of and are freed of sin, then structural sin will automatically be taken care of.

The instruction to Jeremiah at the beginning of his ministry to pluck and break down, to
destroy and overthrow to build and to plant is an invitation to deal directly with attitudes
and behaviours of sin in our lives. Those destructive attitudes need to be destroyed and
overthrown, plucked up and broken and then build and planted anew. We are invited to
destroy and not to renovate.

This destruction of that which is not good for the purpose of renewal needs to happen every
day of our lives and at every level of our life; at personal, family parish, deanery and
Diocesan level. We thank God for the new Tsotsi chief pastor from Johannesburg. With his
arrival in Kimberly, we pray that everybody will feel included and given the opportunity to
make his or her contribution and that where we err, as we shall surely err, we will accept
prophetic corrections from each other and grow in our life as Catholics and make this
diocese great in advancing the kingdom of God. Congratulations and may God bless you!


